MONEY TALKS
ABOUT RACISM IN CANADA
1883

“When the school is on the reserve, the child lives with its parents,
who are savages, and though he may learn to read and write, his
habits and training mode of thought are Indian. He is simply a
savage who can read and write.”
John A. Macdonald
Canada’s First Prime Minister

Macdonald created the residential school system to purposefully
destroy indigenous culture. He ordered child abductions, tore apart
families and did irreparable harm to future generations.

1911

“For a period of one year and after the date herof the landing in
Canada shall be and the same is prohibited of any immigrants
belonging to the Negro race, which race is deemed unsuitable to
the climate and requirements of Canada.” Wilfred Laurier

Canada’s Seventh Prime Minister

While this order-in-council, signed by Laurier, never became law, the
actions of government officials made it clear that Black immigrants
were not welcome in Canada.

1938

“We must ... keep this part of the Continent free from unrest and from
too great an intermixture of foreign strains of blood, as much the
same thing as lies at the basis of the Oriental problem. I fear we would
have riots if we agreed to a policy that admitted numbers of Jews.”
W.L. Mackenzie King
(personal diary entry)
Canada’s Tenth Prime Minister

In June 1939 Canada, along with Cuba and the United States, refused to
allow entry for the 900 Jewish refugees aboard the passenger ship MS St.
Louis. They were forced to return, facing persecution in Europe.

1907

“British Columbia must remain a British and Canadian province,
inhabited and dominated by men in whose veins runs the blood of
those great pioneering races which built up and developed not only
western, but Eastern Canada.”
Robert Borden
Canada’s Eighth Prime Minister

From a campaign speech during a time of aggresive policies against
Asian immigrants. The Chinese Exclusion Act was in stark contrast to
white European immigrants being rewarded with free land.
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